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- aussi en français sur http://passeursdhospitalites.wordpress.com/

Summer  2015  -  summer  2016:  the  number  of  migrants  has  tripled  in  Calais;  evictions
evacuations, squats and camps destructions follow each other on the coast and inland, in Paris,
at  the  Italian  border;  the  device  of  "respite  centers"  become  Centers  of  Reception  and
Orientation, enters in duration and develops, as a means to disperse the people rather than solve
the problems where they arise; the walls multiply, also deaths. In silence: this summer, migrants
are not attractive anymore.

News from calais on the blog Passeurs d’hospitalités – English (page 2) and from the Balkans on
Exiles in the Balkans (page 8).

Passeurs d'hospitalités – English : https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/
Audioblog : http://audioblog.arteradio.com/blog/Passeursdhospitalites/
on facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Passeurs-dhospitalités/

on twitter @passeursdhospit
on tumblr http://passeurs-dhospitalites.tumblr.com/
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PASSEURS D’HOSPITALITES – ENGLISH
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/

Steenvoorde's camp evicted
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/19/steenvoordes-camp-evicted/
After Chocques, Dieppe (several evictions and successive demolition), Cherbourg (several evictions
and successive demolition), and now that in Norrent-es-Fontes was issued an eviction procedure
against the inhabitants of that camp, Steenvoorde campsite (see here and here) was evicted this
morning. Read more…

Police razzia on the Jungle's restaurants
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/20/police-razzia-on-the-jungles-
restaurants/
About 150 Policemen and Gendarmes came into the Jungle with a water cannon. They arrived
around midday for requisition in the Restaurants area of the slum, to seize food and drinks. Several
people have been arrested. According to witnesses police forces rage expecially JungleBooks Kids
Restaurant, of the namesake association, which created as well a library, a school and a radio in the
camp. It clearly was a made-up event for medias, as became transparent with the press conference at
its end, at 17. Read more…

The face of Samrawit
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/20/the-face-of-samrawit/
An artist made a portrait of Samrawit, the teenage girl who died last week on the motorway to the
harbour during an attempt to cross to the UK. She writes : « Samrawit was 17. She was coming
from Erythrea. » Read more…

Calais Jungle : July census
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/21/calais-jungle-july-census/
The census carried out in early July by the associations Help Refugees and Auberge des Migrants
(see here and here) shows that increasing the number of migrants in Calais continues at the same
pace despite Ramadan: 7037 people including the structures set up by the state (containers camp
andwomen and children shelter at the center Jules Ferry), 5307 people in the Jungle alone. The main
nationalities are Afghans (38%) and Sudaneses (32%). We can foresee 10,000 people in September.
Read more…

An unknown migrant died on the motorway
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/21/an-unknown-migrant-died-on-the-
motorway/
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We do not know much at the moment, a body disarticulated after a violent clash found last night at
the edge of the highway, the place, time, physical appearance, clothing lead to think that he was a
migrant. No witness was found there or spoke afterwards to the associations. Read more...

But who placed migrants there?
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/22/but-who-placed-migrants-there/
The mayor of Calais has just announced the destruction of the northern part of Calais Jungle, but it
is not clear if she is the first to announce something that has already been decided -in order to
appear as in the heart of the process-, or if she is trying to force a still irresolute government to take
a decision. Her argumentation focuses on the disorders caused by migrants where the slum is. Also
the authorities of the Harbor demand the destruction of the Jungle because of the negative impact of
its presence in a such close place and because of dangers for the work, some trade unionists say.
The order to evict the southern part of the Jungle was also reasoned by the prefecture of Pas-de-
Calais department with public order issues, pointing out disorders caused by this mass of migrants
staying right under the road leading to the port. Read more…

Police razzia on the Jungle shops: some truth
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/23/police-razzia-on-the-jungle-shops-
some-truth/
This  spring in  the slum, a  group of  people come to  make contacts  for  a  project  supported by
UNESCO. Among them, a Pakistani. When he learns that Pakistanis living in the slum, he tells
spontaneously: "But why do they come to Europe when there are so many opportunities in India?"
Read more...

Police razzia on the Jungle's shops : associations press release
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/23/police-razzia-on-the-jungles-shops-
associations-press-release/
In reaction to the police operation which for three days has targeted the shops and restaurants in
Calais Jungle, eight French and British migrants support associations released the statement below.
Read more…

Devitalise
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/25/devitalise/
The present city of Calais is formed of the joinction oftwo towns. Calais in the north, harbour, of
fishermen and corsairs before being of ferries, and fortress. And Saint-Pierre, industrial district that
has developed thanks to lace looms smuggled from England in the nineteenth century. Between the
two cities, a sandy area, called for this reason "Sahara", where was built the town hall of the new
common formed by the meeting of Calais and Saint-Pierre. Read more…

Destruction of the northern part of the shantytown: statement of the Defender of Rights
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/25/destruction-of-the-northern-part-of-
the-shantytown-statement-of-the-defender-of-rights/
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While early July the pressure for the destruction of the northern part of Calais shantytown was
increasing, the mayor of Calais had been to announce the imminence of it (and it is probably for
respond to these pressures that the police operation against the restaurants and shops of the slum is
conducted),  the  Defender  of  Rights  issued  a  statement  reminding  the  conditions  so  that  this
destruction can be respectful of human rights. It also stresses the precariousness in which the risk of
expulsion  maintains  people,  and  that  previous  destructions  have  only  worsened  their  living
conditions. Read more…

Norrent-Fontes: petition and demo against eviction
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/26/norrent-fontes-petition-and-demo-
against-eviction/
Norrent-Fontes is a village 80 km from Calais, near a motorway parking where trucks driving to the
UK stop. There is a camp of Eastern Africa migrants nearby. The last municipal elections saw a
change of mayor in Norrent-Fontes. It went from a mayor who did his best at the scale of a small
town to improve the living conditions of the migrants to a hostile mayor. After interrupting the
water supply of the camp, and having filed a complaint for breach of the code of urbanism against
the association Terre d'Errance rebuilding shelters after a fire, he lodged a complaint to the court for
the eviction of the camp. Read more…

A death in Calais shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/26/a-death-in-calais-shantytown/
Last autumn, the prefect of Pas-de-Calais recognized six thousand people living in the shantytown -
there were probably more in reality. There are currently over seven thousand living on a small area
reduced  over  the  repeated  destructions  by  the  authorities.  These  authorities  also  prohibit  the
provision on the site of materials to build shelters, preventing the reconstruction of a part of the
shantytown which was destroyed by fire. Apart of the inhabitants, including the newcomers, are
therefore in much more precarious conditions, in tents. Read more…

A migrant dead on the ring road, the vehicle did not stop
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/27/a-migrant-dead-on-the-ring-road-
the-vehicle-did-not-stop/
It became recurring or systematic: an exiled dies, hit by a vehicle, the driver does not stop nor warns
rescue. Sign of the climate of violence and dehumanization that exists here in Calais. An exile is
dead on the ring road leading to the port last night. He was 28 years old. He had come from Sudan.
Read more…

The homage to the dead migrants forbidden - one arrest
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/the-homage-to-the-dead-migrants-
forbidden-one-arrest/
The  calaisian  migrants  support  associations  are  now  calling  for  a  rally  the  day  after  the
announcement of each exile's death, to show our refusal of the unacceptable. The first took place on
July 21, forty people were present. The second was prohibited by a prefectural order issued on
behalf of the state of emergency, used systematically in Calais for repression against exile-es (that is
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among others on behalf of the state emergency has been razed the southern part of the shantytown),
or to ban any demonstration on the subject. Read more…

Associations press release on migrants deaths at the border
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/associations-press-release-on-
migrants-deaths-at-the-border/
Seen the  increased  number  of  deaths  at  the  British  border,  associations  engaged in  supporting
migrants just released the statement below. It is not yet known whether the rally planned for tonight
in honor of the last deceased will be banned or not. The protester arrested at the rally yesterday was
released. Read more…

The obstinacy of Antigone
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/30/the-obstinacy-of-antigone/
Eteocles and Polynices died. Creon, tyrant of Thebes, ordered a funeral for Polynices, but that the
body of Eteocles be left unburied, and becomes the prey of dogs. Be punished with death anyone
who violates his decision. Antigone, sister of Polynices and Éthéocle, braves the ban to give burial
to the latter. The opposition is between the excesses of Creon in the disproportionate and brutal
exercise of power and the unconditional loyalty of Antigone to the links that unite to other humans.
Read more…

Those from Steenvoorde
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/31/those-from-steenvoorde/
On July 11, the exiles camp of Steenvoorde, near a parking on Highway Lille - Dunkirk - Calais,
was evacuated and destroyed. The inhabitants were forced to board in buses under the threat of
being arrested, and sent to detention center to be deported. The bus took to to a respite center, or
Reception and Orientation Center (CAO in French), in Chardonnay, Burgundy. Read more…

CAO or return of Odysseus
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/01/cao-or-return-of-odysseus/
Announced in much improvisation by the interior minister visiting Calais October 21, 2015, the
creation of which first  receives various names,  including "respite centers", before receiving the
designation Reception and Orientation Centers (CAO in French), appears as a novelty rather well
received by some of the associations. Read more…

New wall of Calais: petition to the British authorities
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/new-wall-of-calais-petition-to-the-
british-authorities/
After building fences around the port of Calais and the Channel Tunnel in 2000 and 2001, British
authorities had offered to French authorities military radar to scan the trucks before they crossed the
Channel. In 2009, the year of the media climax led by Eric Besson, French Minister of Immigration,
which had its highlight in the destruction of the "Jungle of Calais" and other camps and squats
around the town, a French-British Arrangement stated a sharing of costs incurred in controls on the
border  between the two countries.  Since 2015,  the  UK government  contributes  to  the  costs  of
control incurred by the Eurotunnel society and French authorities. Read more…

https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/new-wall-of-calais-petition-to-the-british-authorities/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/new-wall-of-calais-petition-to-the-british-authorities/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/new-wall-of-calais-petition-to-the-british-authorities/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/01/cao-or-return-of-odysseus/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/01/cao-or-return-of-odysseus/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/31/those-from-steenvoorde/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/31/those-from-steenvoorde/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/30/the-obstinacy-of-antigone/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/30/the-obstinacy-of-antigone/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/associations-press-release-on-migrants-deaths-at-the-border/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/associations-press-release-on-migrants-deaths-at-the-border/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/associations-press-release-on-migrants-deaths-at-the-border/
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/07/28/the-homage-to-the-dead-migrants-forbidden-one-arrest/


Respite Centres: latest news 1
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/respite-centres-latest-news-1/
A few months  ago a  national  committee  was  created  in  order  to  discuss  about  the  Centers  of
Reception and Orientation (known also as CAO or "respite centers"). It was meant to have monthly
meeting, even if the previous meeting was held in March and the following one has just been done
on July 26. This was the opportunity for the Minister of Housing, the only present in the absence of
the Minister of Interior, to make a few announcements, of which some are only confirmations about
what was already in the air. Read more…

August 6th in Paris: demonstration against police violence
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/06/august-6th-in-paris-demonstration-
against-police-violence/
On 22 July, a new eviction of an exiles camp in Paris, near the Jaurès metro station. Particularly
violent one. Since it is the chase, the exiles are chased from place to place, arrested, abused. On July
31, the brutal dispersion of a migrants group avenue de Flandres made 17 injured among the exiles
and those who came in support. Read more…

Respite centers: latest news 2
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/06/respite-centers-latest-news-2/
"Respite centers", according to the official terminology "Centers for Reception and Orientation"
(CAO)  have  been  very  heterogeneous  since  their  creation,  in  October  2015,  heritage  of  their
orientation as temporary departure for the only winter period, in the improvisation they have been
set up in. An "operating charter" was expected in order to define precisely the objectives of the
system and the way centers work. It appeared. Read more…

Respite centers and evictions
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/07/respite-centers-and-evictions/
The official  purposse of "respite  Centers",  or centers Reception and Orientation (CAD),  are  to
enable  migrants  who wish  to  benefit  from accomodation,  so  to  allow them to  reflect  on  their
migratory journey, but also "to reduce the population of these camps" (Nord, Pas-de-Calais and Ile-
de-France, according to "operating charter" recently published). Read more…

When the State wants to destroy the shops of the shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/07/when-the-state-wants-to-destroy-
the-shops-of-the-shantytown/
We  suspected  it  with  recent  police  operations,  accompanied  by  arrests,  against  the  shops  and
restaurants of Calais shantytown. It's official now: the prefecture lodged a complaint to the Lille
administrative court for the destruction of these shops. The hearing will take place on August 10.
Read more…

At the French - Italian border
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/at-the-french-italian-border/
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The UK closed its border to certain populations, described as "migrants" to differentiate between
them and the millions of people who pass the same border each year, and delegating to France the
implementation of the repression at its approaches. A thousand kilometers away, the same thing
happens at the Franco-Italian border, where is installed a kind of state of exception concerning
exile-e-s and those who support them. Read more…

Wednesday, August 10 in Lille support to shopkeepers in the shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/wednesday-august-10-in-lille-
support-to-shopkeepers-in-the-shantytown/
In record time, the exiles have built in a particularly inhospitable place the beginnings of a city with
its places of worship, shops, restaurants, schools, complemented by supportive citizens' initiatives
and associations. Calais should build on their momentum, rather than envying them. Read more…

Destruction of the shops in the shantytown: associations press release
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/09/destruction-of-the-shops-in-the-
shantytown-associations-press-release/
The prefecture of Pas-de-Calais brought proceedings before the Administrative Court of Lille for
the destruction of shops and restaurants created by the migrants in the shantytown of Calais. Also
referred the Kids Restaurant, which provides free meals to 150 unaccompanied minors. The hearing
will take place tomorrow Wednesday at 8:30. Read more…

The Hunger
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/11/the-hunger/
In the slum they are hungry. That's what the Association's press release on the intention to destroy
migrants' shops reminds us. According to a study carried out in February by the Refugee Rights
Data Project, 28.4% of those interviewed report they are not eating every day. Read more…

Friday  12  August  in  London:  demonstration  in  support  of  community  spaces  of  Calais
shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/11/friday-12-august-in-london-
demonstration-in-support-of-community-spaces-of-calais-shantytown/
Faced  with  the  threat  of  destruction  of  shops  and  restaurants  created  by  the  migrants  in  the
shantytown of Calais, as well as the Kids Café, associative place that welcomes and serves free
meals to around 150 unaccompanied children (see here, here, here and there), British associations
including Stand Up to Racism call: to a demonstration Friday, August 12 at 6 pm in front of the
French Embassy in London, 58 Knightsbridge, SW1X 7JT Londres. Read more…

Calais shantytown - August census - over 9000 inhabitants
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/12/calais-shantytown-august-census-
over-9000-inhabitants/
While  the  Lille  Administrative  Court  rejected  the  request  of  the  Prefecture  that  sought  the
destruction of shops and restaurants created by the exiles, the last census of the population of the
shantytown by Help Refugees and Auberge des Migrants has just  been published (see previous
censuses here, here and here). Read more…
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Shops in the shanty town: fragile victory, but still a victory
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/12/shops-in-the-shanty-town-fragile-
victory-but-still-a-victory/
The  prefecture  wanted  the  Lille  Administrative  Court  to  authorize  the  closure  of  shops  and
restaurants created by the migrants in the Jungle, and their destruction (see here and here). This
morning the court rendered its judgment: the request of the prefecture is rejected. In the afternoon
the prefecture has announced that they will appeal to the rejection. It is now time for the Council of
State to say its words. Read more…

Calais Jungle: and now?
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/14/calais-jungle-and-now/
In September, there will probably be over 10,000 migrants in Calais, in the slum and in the two
semi-enclosed structures set up by the state, the container camp (1500 places) and the center for
women and children (400 places, but it is usually only two thirds full). Soon a shelter structure for
unaccompanied minors should be added to the state's container camp, which will provide 72 further
places (while there are 670 unaccompanied minors on the site). More than 8,000 people live in the
slum. Read more...

EXILES IN THE BALKANS
http://exilesinthebalkans.wordpress.com/

Greece : after the camps at the Macedonian border, eviction of the Pyraeus camp
https://exilesinthebalkans.wordpress.com/2016/07/15/greece-after-the-camps-at-the-macedonian-
border-eviction-of-the-pyraeus-camp/
After Idomeni (see here and here), Polykastro et the other camps near the Macedonian border, the
greek authorities have evicted and destroyed the Pyraeus Camp, near Athens. Read more…
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