
PASSEURS D’HOSPITALITES – THE NEWSLETTER
Migrants in Calais and at the borders
August 16 to September 11 2016
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After a paradoxical media silence in recent months, the beginning of the school year put Calais
again under the spotlight. It preludes to the campaign of presidential and legislative elections, in
which the situation at the British border seems to be an issue. We used that political decisions are
already usually very determined by the media issues.  During the coming months,  the fate of
people in migration will depend even more on discrepancies in the polls and speculation about
image effects. It is in these terms in particular that the question arises of the destruction of the
northern part of Calais shantytown.

News from calais on the blog Passeurs d’hospitalités – English (page 2).
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PASSEURS D’HOSPITALITES – ENGLISH
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/

Rob Lawries' coming back
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/16/rob-lawries-coming-back/
Rob Lawrie is one of those British to whom the images of summer 2015 caused an awareness. He
came to Calais and has given his energy tirelessly. And then one day he hid a four year old child in
his van to make it across the border and help her to rejoin her family in the UK. He had been sued,
and his trial had a strong media coverage. The court had issued one of those crab judgments that
avoid difficult issues, and had relaxed Rob Lawrie for the charge of smuggling to sentence him to a
fine for transporting the child in conditions that contravened of safety rules accordance with the
code of the road. Read more…

France or UK: who is blocking?
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/18/france-or-uk-who-is-blocking/
What we see of what happens at the border is that the United Kingdom decides to close its borders
to certain categories of people, and neighboring countries, including France, are delegated the job of
watching the border and do the dirty work on their territory. What France would do with willingness
and submission. Read more…

Slum: British towns seek to accommodate children
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/20/slum-british-towns-seek-to-
accommodate-children/
Between 1938 and 1940 the UK hosted nearly ten thousand Jewish children coming from Germany
and other countries occupied by the Nazi regime. The name of the operation was Kindertransport.
One of these children has become a member of the House of Lords, the second chamber of the UK
parliament. Read more…

Wall and powerlessness
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/20/wall-and-powerlessness/
It  would  be  more  honest  if  governments  recognized  to  have  only  a  limited  influence  on  the
movement of people. It is also not desirable that the state owns too much power in this area, as
population control is linked, in recent history, to totalitarianism. In a democracy, state power must
have limits. Read more…

Two debates
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/21/two-debates/
We announced two debates, one organised by Paris 7 Diderot University on May 9 2016, and the
other by Cimade on June 3 2016 in Lille. Both have been filmed, and can be viewed online. Read
more…
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Shantytown: shops in suspense
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/22/shantytown-shops-in-suspense/
The main street of the slum lives in slow motion. If the judgment of the Administrative Court has
stalled the  destruction,  at  least  temporarily,  the  prefecture  announced that  they  will  appeal  the
judgment. And police raids continue to ensure the closure of trades (see here, here, here and there).
Read more…

Slum's restaurants: testimonies
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/24/slums-restaurants-testimonies/
One hundred and ninety-five testimonies were presented to the Administrative Court of Lille by
migrants, volunteers and others passing by, about the shops and restaurants of the Jungle, following
the application by the Prefecture to destroy them (see here, here and here). Often short texts, images
of everyday life in the slum. A number that shows their importance in the life of it. Read more…

Legal access of refugee children to the British territory: petition
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/24/legal-access-of-refugee-children-to-
the-british-territory-petition/
Everything is in place for unaccompagned minors arrived in Europe, particularly in the camps of
Calais and the British border, could be admited legally in the UK: the amendment proposed by Lord
Dubs that provided this possibility was adopted, municipalities and families are ready to welcome
them, associations and charities are mobilised (see here and here). Read more…

A death for crossing
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/25/a-death-for-crossing/
About thirty people gathered yesterday at  the Richelieu park to honor the death of a Sudanese
migrant in the night between Monday and Tuesday. He died near a crossing point,  during a fight in
which there were also a dozen other refugees injured. Lire la suite…

Respite centers: undignified departures
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/26/respite-centers-undignified-
departures/
The "rue des Mouettes", Seagulls street, in the industrial area of the Dunes, near Calais Jungle. A
street lined with plants, surrounded by barbed wire fences. It's around 10 am. On one side of the
street, some blankets and sleeping bags show that people have spent the night there to get on the bus
leaving to a "respite center" or Center welcome and Orientation, place in which can go migrants
who wish so, without first having to apply for asylum (see here, here, here and here). Read more…

Police game: Alliance and Le Figaro open the new school year
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/29/police-game-alliance-and-le-figaro-
open-the-new-school-year/
The school year begins on Calais by an announcement of national police union Alliance relayed by
Le Figaro: there are 10,000 "migrants" in Calais. This figure is not a priori extraordinary, it joins the
one of the last census conducted by the associations. But it is much higher than that given by the
Prefecture of Pas-de-Calais (6900 people), which is in principle based on counts ... by the police.
Read more…
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Respite Centers: never Nevers
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/29/respite-centers-never-nevers/
They were among the lucky ones who left last Tuesday, those who were able to get on the bus to a
"respite center", or Centre d'Accueil et d'Orientation (CAO). The asylum application process was
well advanced for many of them, they had their interview with  OFPRA, some had even  already
received the refugee status or subsidiary protection. They already thought about an integration into
French  society,  and they  should  have  already  been accommodated  in  the  reception  system for
asylum seekers, not in the containers of the Calais camp or in a CAO. Read more…

Art from the south to the north of the slum
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/29/art-from-the-south-to-the-north-of-
the-slum/
It was a judgment of the Lille tribunal the one that saved from destruction communal areas of the
southern part of the Jungle, stating that it was unclear the legal action of the prefecture concerning
them as  well,  and asking for  further  explanations  to  procede.  For  that  they  remained after  the
destruction of March. Read more…

When Italy deports from the French border to Sudan
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/30/when-italy-deports-from-the-french-
border-to-sudan-2/
Externalising migration controls is the act of a State to delegate to a neighboring state the mission
of controlling the border of the first on its own territory, generally assuming the violations of human
rights associated with it. The situation found in Calais, but also on the French coast, on the Belgian
and Dutch coast adjacent to the British border, as in Italy at the French border, but also the Swiss
and Austrian borders (see here and here). Read more…

Rights of migrants in Calais and Grande-Synthe: a report from the British Bar
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/30/rights-of-exiles-in-calais-grande-
synthe-a-report-from-the-british-bar/
In the UK the situation at the border is increasingly regarded as a problem in which is involved the
responsibility of the government and the society. Last July, the Committee of the of Human Rights,
which gathers lawyers from England and Wales, published a report made on a study mission in
Calais and Grande-Synthe . Read more…

French-British statement: above all that nothing moves!
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/08/31/french-british-statement-above-all-
that-nothing-moves/
The Home Secretary of the United Kingdom and the Interior Minister of France came back into the
scene  yesterday,  30  August  2016,  with  a  statement  that  speaks  extensively  of  Calais,  but  that
expecially tries to reassure (themselves) after the British vote for Brexit (see here, here and here in
French). Read more…

Police Games 2 – the UNSA police trade union motivates the troops
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/01/police-games-2-the-unsa-police-
trade-union-motivates-the-troops/
Unlike some clichés, the question is not whether to know whether the Police are generally racist or
prone to violence. These are people, perhaps because they are motivated by law and order, perhaps
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because the Police is one of the few bodies of civil servants to actually be recruiting staff, who have
chosen this profession. But with a situation of absurdity and violence such as in Calais, how to
make this assumable for everyone, how can people be psychologically armed to become actors ?
Read more…

The xenophobes whistle, the minister rushes ... and lies
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/02/the-xenophobes-whistle-the-
minister-rushes-and-lies-2/
Sunday, August 28, Le Figaro titles over 10,000 "migrants" in Calais, taking the announcement of
Alliance Police Nationale union. Monday, August 29, transporters, shopkeepers, dockers' unions,
farmers, announced for Monday, September 5th a blocking of the highway to obtain the destruction
of the shantytown where the state has concentrated the exiles in Calais. Read more…

September 6th in Douai: Call for support
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/04/september-6th-in-douai-call-for-
support/
Monday, February 29, 2016, the destruction of the southern part of Calais shantytown begins. Three
thousand five hundred people will be evicted in just under three weeks and their homes destroyed,
unless they have had time to dismantle their huts and take it to the northern part, where most of the
people who are evicted will move. Read more…

Police Games 3 : When Force Ouvrière Police Union turn Calais anti-migrant
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/04/police-games-3-when-force-
ouvriere-police-turn-calais-anti-migrant/
On May 10, 2014, Calais Migrant Solidarity  put online a video that made a buzz. It showed the
Police violently dragging some Exiles out of a truck, hitting them and then throwing them over the
side of the highway. This is neither the first nor the last time that activists  have witnessed police
violence. Read more…

September 10 at Norrent-Fontes: Resistance Fields
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/04/september-10-at-norrent-fontes-
resistance-fields/
While the spotlight is always pointed at Calais waiting for a new expulsion ever announced, it is the
camps of the smaller ports or along the highway near the car parks that are destroyed - so Dieppe
(see  here,  here and  here),  Cherbourg  (see  here and  here),  Caen,  Choques  (see  here and  here),
Steenvoorde (see here and here). Read more…

Release: "Against Destructive evictions - To build a policy of hospitality"
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/release-against-destructive-
evictions-to-build-a-policy-of-hospitality/
This press release has its starting point in Norrent-Fontes, a small town of Pas-de-Calais  whose
exiles camp is threatened with eviction. It reflects of course a local mobilisation: Resistance fields,
Saturday, September 10 from 11:30 to 19h, in Norrent-Fontes. But the evictions, with all that they
contain violence through tearing and insécurisation, usually without resettlement, have increased
this year, from Paris to the UK border. Read more…
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Paris: a summer of violence and a mini refugee camp
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/10/paris-a-summer-of-violence-and-a-
mini-refugee-camp/
The exiles have experienced a summer of violence in Paris: camps eviction after camps eviction,
without rehousing, but with increased arrests and brutality (see  here and  here). Sometimes raids
without  destruction of  the camp,  as September 6th Avenue de Flandres.  Consequently,  a  much
greater dispersion of exiles in the greater Paris area. Read more…

Norrent-Fontes resistance
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/11/norrent-fontes-resistance/
The road goes away from the village in the middle of the fields, then branches off in a way, and it's
there. At the fork, a small booth run by volunteers, exiles and exiles volunteers. To welcome and
show the way. Read more…
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