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The art of suspense.

In Paris, the series of the announcement of the opening of a not yet opened refugee camp mask
the become daily raids of exiles in the streets.

In Calais, the drama of the announcement of the destruction of the shantytown, in a kind of
inflation that we do not know to what level of violence this will lead us.

News from calais on the blog Passeurs d’hospitalités – English (page 2).
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PASSEURS D’HOSPITALITES – ENGLISH
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/

The Destruction of the Calais shantytown: the government's megaloplan
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/13/the-destruction-of-the-calais-
shantytownthe-governments-megaloplan/
Again it is the Le Figaro which is at the initiative of the mediatisation of the proposed destruction of
; the Calais slum, unveiling the government's plans for "relocating” people.  So, the Prefects must
open  12 000 places  almost  all  over  France  by  the  end  of  the  year,  in  a  concentrated  manner
(between 100 and 300 place structures), called "Welcome Centers and Guidance centres " (CAO -
see here,  here,  here and here). We note in passing that the state has finally aligned itself with the
association's figures and is anticipating an increase in the number of people present in Calais by the
time of the eviction. Read more…

Destruction of the Calais shantytown: the use of violence
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/15/destruction-of-the-calais-
shantytown-the-use-of-violence-2/
On 21 September 2015 the police brutally evacuated the last encampments of Exiles from the centre
of Calais, and in the wake of that, from the end of March, destroyed some of the slum that had been
built  where  the  authorities  had  forced  people  to  concentrate.  On  the  22nd  September,  police
bombed the slum with tear gas from the port bypass overlooking it. Read more…

A death on the ring road - the driver did not stop
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/16/a-death-on-the-ring-road-the-driver-
did-not-stop/
Once again an exile died on the ring road. Once again the driver did not stop. It was last night. Read
more…

Wall and Displacement
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/16/wall-and-displacement/
There should be a history of walls, fences, and barriers in Calais. Fifteen years ago, the port and the
channel  tunnel  site  were  initially  surrounded  by  fences.  Firstly  the  port  in  2000,  causing  a
displacement of attempts to pass to the tunnel site, which was in turn fenced off in 2001. Resulting
gradually, due to the greater difficulty of the passage in Calais, in a wider dispersal of Exile camps
to smaller ports, from Brittany to Belgium and the Netherlands, and near to the lorry park ups along
the motorways leading to the coast. In the process, other ports such as Cherbourg were surrounded
by fences. Read more…
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Census: more than 1000 minors in the shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/19/census-more-than-1000-minors-in-
the-shantytown/
"The representatives of the sub-prefecture estimate that the number of persons present in the camp
is  approximately  4600,  while  the  associations  amounted  to  nearly  6500,  following  a  rigorous
methodology presented to the Defender of Rights." This sentence is taken from  the Defender of
Rights' decision of July 22, 2016. It attests that anyone who looks at the work of monthly census of
the shantytown made by associations Help Refugees and Auberge des Migrants finds the reliability
of their method and results (see here, here, here and here). Read more…

The latest decision of the Défenseur des Droits, in the perspective of the destruction of the
shantytown
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/19/the-latest-decision-of-the-defenseur-
des-droits-in-the-perspective-of-the-destruction-of-the-shantytown/
The Human Rights Ombudsman of the French government has published the follow up of the report
published in October 2015 about the situation of the Exiles in Calais, which is an interesting tool kit
if you want to think about changes in respect of people's rights  (see  here,  here,  here and  there).
Read more…

France's Karcher cleaning *
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/20/frances-power-cleaning/
What is there in common between Calais and Notre-Dame-des-Landes? At least one thing, their
evictions announced for Autumn, in one case the largest slum in France, the other the Zone To
Defend  emblematic  of  a  long  term  ecological  struggle,  in  the  context  of  a  pre-presidential
campaign. Read more…

Destruction of the shantytown of Calais: a laundering operation
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/22/destruction-of-the-shantytown-of-
calais-operation-laundering/
If  it  hadn't  been  for  the  media  inflated  headlines,  the  blocade  of  the  highway to  ask  for  the
destruction of the shantytown, the right wing calls against the dispersal of refugees in France and
the presidential elections coming up the government might not have initiated the destruction of the
south part of the jungle. The Prefecture has ownership of the land for six years which demonstrates
the will to maintain things as they are and we had anticipated more partial operations to come such
as the one against the shops in camp. Read more…

Paris, Calais – dispersal, dissimulation
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/24/paris-calais-dispersal-dissimulation/
"This call to solidarity also joins the demands of associations that consider untenable the pressure
on the capital even as migration flows intensify from Italy with the sunny days. "(Le Point, 1 July
2016). Paris, early summer, the state announced that it would engage in the project announced by
the city of Paris to create one or several refugee camps in the city. The rules of the game were
announced: a home for a few days, 5 to 10, and then dispersal to the reception centers to be created
throughout France, because in Paris, the "pressure" is "untenable". Read more…

Dead from an announced eviction
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/death-of-an-announced-eviction/
Crossing at any price before the destruction of the shantytown (see here, here, here, here, here, here
and here). We hear that every day from Exiles. One of them died on Saturday night on a railway
track, near the ring road leading to the port and near an industrial zone. Since there is virtually no
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movement of trucks during weekends, there are normally no attempts to pass, except when one
seeks every possible opportunity. Read more…

Night police raid against the shantytown restaurants
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/29/night-police-raid-against-the-
shantytown-restaurants/
Before an eviction, increase the level of harassment and   violence to drive away as many people as
possible.  Cause  self-eviction  to  facilitate  the  eviction.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  month,  the
bombardment of the shantytown with tear gas canisters has restarted, mainly at night. Read more…

While in the meantime the British authorities…
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/30/while-in-the-meantime-the-british-
authorities/
While the French president shows himself to be completely ridiculous by trying to believe he will
solve the situation in Calais by repeating the same recipes that have been repeated for fourteen
years, the British authorities, who know that the Exiles are not going to disappear, continue their
border control policies. Read more…

Calais 1st October Demo, banned, appeal against the ban
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/09/30/calais-1st-october-demo-banned-
appeal-against-the-ban/
Over  thirty  organizations  and groups  have  called  for  a  demonstration  in  support  of  the  Exiles
tomorrow in the context of the threat destruction of the shantytown and the forced displacement of
the  population.  Unlike  the  blocking  of  the  highway  on  5th  September  which  demanded  the
destruction of the slum, and which was authorized (the Interior minister had come to meet the
organizers a few days before), the solidarity demonstration on the 1st October is the subject of a
prefectural  ban  taken out  because  of  the  risk  of  disturbince  to  public  order  under  the  state  of
emergency. Read more…

Europe begins to prepare for collective deportations to Afghanistan
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/01/europe-begins-to-prepare-
collective-deportation-to-afghanistan/
The British organization, Statewatch reveals that the European Union is about to sign, at the time of
the conference of 4th and 5th October on Afghanistan in Brussels, an agreement with that country to
boost voluntary and forced returns and the organization of charter flights. The agreement will take
effect from the day of its signing, and evictions will be facilitated through the issuing of European
laissez-passer. Read more…

The forbidden demonstration
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/02/the-forbidden-demonstration/
Once again on the 1st October on behalf of the state of emergency a solidarity demonstration was
banned. Buses from Paris were blocked on the motorway car park at Setques, near St. Omer, about
thirty kilometres from Calais. The beginning of a demonstation was formed at the entrance of the
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Calais slum. It was blocked at the bridge under the port ring road before being dispersed with water
cannon and tear gas. Read more…

Forbidden demo , statement of the FSU trade union and the ZAD, Notre Dame des Landes
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/03/forbidden-demo-statement-of-the-
fsu-trade-union-and-the-zad-notre-dame-des-landes/
The ban on the solidarity demonstration with the Exiles scheduled for October 1st in Calais (see
here and here) has not finished making waves, neither has the abuse of the state of emergency to
silence any questioning of government policy.  You have to go see the British and international
media for an even slightly balanced presentation of the October 1st demonstration , the French
media  statement  is  for  the  most  part  the  communication  of  the  Prefecture  of  Pas-de-Calais,
broadcast by the Agence France Presse. Read More…

Throwaway refugees
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/04/throwaway-refugees/
One train may conceal another. While in 2015 Germany hosted hundreds of thousands of the Syrian
refugees, it  has already for several years been sending back refugees of the former Yugoslavia,
arguing that the war there has ceased,and that they could safely "return home." Asylum is granted
only so long as there is danger. Read more…

EU Agreement with Afghanistan : The Afghans of Paris react
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/05/eu-agreement-with-afghanistan-the-
afghans-of-paris-react/
Informed  of  the  draft  agreement  between  the  EU and  Afghanistan  providing for  the  return  of
refugees, the Afghan Exiles in Paris are now reacting. They have organized a demonstration today
the 5th of October starting at 4pm,place de l'Alma to go to the Embassy of Afghanistan, 32 rue
Raphael, a delegation will ask to be received. Read more…

Destruction of the shantytown: Deport to make space…
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/06/destruction-of-the-shantytown-
deport-to-make-space/
The destruction of Calais shanty town hasn't started yet but its preparation has already had negative
effects on people who have sought asylum everywhere in France. The reception system for people
seeking asylum is  clogged by a lack of resources,  both on the level  of first  reception and the
registration  of  applications,  accomodation  and  support  during  the  procedure,  and  the
accompaniment  and  housing  of  persons  granted  refugee  status  or  subsidiary  protection.  Read
more…

Block and Send Back : the process happening with East Africa
https://passeursdhospitalitesenglish.wordpress.com/2016/10/07/block-and-send-back-the-process-
happening-with-east-africa/
The agreement to return Afghan refugees to Afghanistan is not isolated. A complex process is also
being implemented with African countries to block Exiles before their arrival on European soil and
to facilitate their return if they succeed in reaching Europe. It is important to follow this process to
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understand the risk of deportation to the country of origin, especially in the context that will be
created with the destruction of the Calais shantytown and the repression that follows to prevent the
Exiles resettling before the elections, which would signal the failure of the current government.
Read more…
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